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IMMIGRATION OFFICIAL ADMITS TO UNLAWFUL ACCESS
OF AN AGENCY COMPUTER SYSTEM

PHOENIX – Joe Tony Villa, age 38, of Mesa, Arizona, pleaded guilty to Unlawful Access
of a Computer before Federal Magistrate Judge Edward C. Voss, in Phoenix, on January 16, 2007.

In the course of his guilty plea, Villa admitted that on July 25, 2005, while employed by the
Department of Homeland Security, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), at the Florence,
Arizona Service Processing Center, as a Data Security Administrator, he accessed an official
government computer, and obtained information relating to the processing of immigration detainees
from the ICE ENFORCE computer system.  Specifically, he accessed the record of a previously
deported alien in order to change the data to make it appear as if the detainee had been processed into
the facility in April, 2004. However, as Villa knew, he had previously released the detainee without
authorization or processing,  and was attempting to cover up his conduct.

A conviction for Unlawful Access of a Computer, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1030(a)(2)(B),
carries a maximum penalty of one year, a $100,000 fine or both.  In determining an actual sentence,
Magistrate Judge Voss will consult the U.S. Sentencing Guidelines, which provide appropriate
sentencing ranges.  The magistrate judge, however, is not bound by those guidelines in determining a
sentence.

Magistrate Judge Voss allowed Villa to remain out of custody on pretrial release conditions
pending sentencing.  Sentencing is set before Magistrate Judge Edward C. Voss on Monday, March 19,
2007, at 1:30 p.m.

The investigation in this case was conducted by the Department of Homeland Security, Office
of Inspector General.  The prosecution is being handled by Frederick A. Battista, Assistant U.S.
Attorney, District of Arizona, Phoenix.
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